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16 Aug 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
MIDGES FROM PANDAN RESERVOIR 
 
1.  For the past few weeks, the Pandan Gardens HDB estate and our school have been 
plagued by midges from the Pandan reservoir. These midges are non-biting species and do 
not carry disease but are especially active in large numbers during dawn and early evening. 
The Public Utility Board is taking measures to control the rising midge population in the 
reservoir, including daily fogging at dawn and early evening to kill the midges and applying 
chemicals at the banks to kill the larvae. 
 
2. We understand and empathise with the discomfort that our students and staff feel. I 
share the same experience as I am teaching a graduating class this semester and eating in 
the same canteen as our students and staff. We are taking the following steps to mitigate the 
surge in midges in our school.  
 
3. Reducing the problem. Our school is working closely with PUB, MOE and pest control 
through intensified fogging (3 times a week at 5.30pm to kill midges en masse) and putting up 
suitable types of netting to prevent midges from entering classrooms and other facilities. We 
have explained to our students that the midges do not pose a health problem. We asked our 
students to demonstrate tenacity, one of our school values, as we roll out midge control 
measures.  
 
4. School activities end by 5pm and examination arrangements. As our graduating 
classes will be taking their preliminary and national examinations, our school will ensure that 
they take their examinations in suitable venues. Since the midges are more active in early 
evening, our school will end all school-based activities, such as CCA, remedial classes and 
night self-study sessions by 5pm with effect from Friday, 16 August 2019. We will return to 
normal CCA hours and remedial classes when the situation improves.    

 
5. United we clean. For a more conducive start to the school day, our cleaners are 
reporting to school earlier to clean open spaces and toilets before morning assembly. As our 
cleaners are overwhelmed by the number of dead midges each night, we ask our students to 
practise compassionate leadership, by taking ownership to clean up the dead midges in their 
own classrooms before the start of lessons. 

 
6. I would like to assure students and parents that the school will continue to work with 
PUB, MOE and pest control to reduce the inconvenience caused by the midges. Despite our 
effort, we may not be able to completely eradicate the presence of midges, as they are part of 
Singapore’s natural aquatic ecosystem. We seek your understanding and patience. 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ng Boon Kiat 
Principal 


